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TAGS: IN UR 

SUB J : BREZHNEV VISIT TO INDIA 

1. TASS BUREAU CHIEF MATY ASH INFORMED AN EMBASSY OFFICER OVER THE 
WEEKEND THAT BREZHNEV S ARRIVAL IN NEW DELHI FOR A ONE WEEK VISIT 
BEGININNING NOVEMBER 20 IS NOW VIRTUALLY FIRM. BREZHNEV WILL BE AC- 
COMPANIED BY GROMYKO AND PROBABLY FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER PATOLICHEV, 
CHARIMAN COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH FOEIGN COUUNTRIES 
SKACHKOV. AN UNNNAMED VICE-MINISTER FO DEFENSE, AND TASS DIRECTOR 
ZAMYATIN. THE VISIT WILL BE A WORKING ONE WITH LITTEL TRAVEL OUTSIDE 
NEW DELHI EXCEPT TO ONE SOVIET AID PROJECT. PRBABLY BHARAT HEAVY 
ELECTRICALS IN HARDWAR. 
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2. MATY ASH SIAD THE SUBJECTS FOR DISCISSION WOULD INCLUDE TRADE AND 
AID, MILITARY ASSISTANCE, THE MIDDLE EAST, JAPAN, CHINA, AND THE 
ASIAN SECURITY PROPOSAL. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE INDIANS ARE UNENTHU- 
SIASTIC ABOUT THE LATTER AND THOUGHT BREZHNEV WOULD NOT EXERT STRONG 
PRESSURES ON INDIA ON THIS SUBJECT. ASKED WHY JAPAN WOULD BE ON THE 
AGENDA. MATY ASH SAID THAT INDIA AND JAPAN WERE SEEN BY THE SOVIETS 

AS TWO ANCHORS OF SOVIET POLICY INTEREST IN SOUTH AND EAST ASIA. 

THE SOVIETS WOULD LIKE TO SEE CLOSER POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TIES 
BETWEEN JAPAN AND INAI AS A BALANCE TO CHINA. MATYASH WAS 
ABSOLUTELY BLUNT IN SAYING THE SOVIETS COULD NEVER GIVE UP ALL 
FOUR KURILE ISLANDS CLAIMED BY THE JAPANESE BECAUSE OF THE IMPACT 
THIS WOULD HAVE ON THE SOVIET NEGOTIATING POSITION WITH CHINA. HE 
SAID THIS WAS THE ONLY FACTOR INHIBITING THE SOVIETS BUT IT WAS 
A PARAMOUNT ONE IN TERMS OF SOVIET INTERESTS. MATYASH DODGED 
QUESTION ON MILITARY, TRADE, AND AID 
RELATIONSHIPS. 

3. MATYASH SAID FORMER SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND NOW DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER PEGOV WILL VISIT DELHI IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO PREPARE FOR 
THE VISIT. THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT APPOINTED A NEW AMBASSADOR SINCE 
PEGOV'S DEPARTURE IN APRIL AND WILL NOT DO SO UNTIL AFTER THE 
BREHNEV VISIT. MATYASH NOTED WRYLY IT WAS HARD TO MEET INDIAN 
REQUESTS FOR A CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER CLOSE TO BREZHNEV, WHO 
SPOKE ENGLISH WELL, AND WHO WAS YOUNG AND VIGOUROUS. 

MOYNIHAN 
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